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table. Then they succeeded in mounting sufficient
guns to have given our squadron a very unpleasant
quarter of an hour before it met the Spanish squad-
ron, provided the gunners had been enterprising and
watchful.

Examination of these batteries after their surren-
der on May 2 showed that there were three 5-9-inch
breech-loading rifles on Caballo Island, three 4.7-
inch breech-loading rifles on El Fraile rock, and three
6.3-inch muzzle-loading rifles at Punta Restinga,
commanding the Boca Grande entrance, which our
squadron was to use; three S-inch muzzle-loading
rifles on Corregidor, three 7-inch muzzle-loading
rifles at Punta Gorda, and two 6.3-inch breech-
loading rifles at Punta Lasisi, commanding the Boca
Chica entrance. The complement manning these
batteries, as given by the official papers found in the
commandant's office at Cavite Arsenal, was thirteen
officers and two hundred and forty-six men. While
the muzzle-loaders were relatively unimportant, the
six modern rifles commanding the Boca Grande, at
a range of a mile and a half, if accurately served,
could deliver a telling fire.

A cable received from our consul-general at Singa-
pore the day before we left Mirs Bay stated that the
Boca Grande channel had been mined. His infor-
mation was from the steamer Isla de Panay} which
had just arrived at Singapore from Manila. This
agreed with the accounts of Consul Williams, andme later in- the next morning.alize how much I owed to theappui. The risks taken were enormous but
